The new national curriculum - English in Year 2

As children move through Key Stage 1, the new curriculum
intends that almest all children will secure the basic skills of
decoding so that they can become fluent readers. As their
reading confidence grows they can begin to write thelr own
ideas down.

Decoding is the ability lo read words aloud by
identifying the letter patterns and matching them

to sounds. Cnee children are able to ‘decode’ the
writing, they can then slart o make sense of the words
and sentences in context, Watch out for hardto
decode words such as 'one’ and ‘the’. These just have

to be learned by hear.

Al the end of Year 2, all children will sif the Mational
Curriculum Tests for Key Stage 1. These will include two short
reading lesls, o grammar and puncluation lest, and a spelling
test of ten words.

Speaking and Listening

The Spoken language objectives are set out for the whole of
primary school, and leachers will cover many of them every
year as children's spoken language skills develop. In Year 2
some focuses may include:

* Ariculate and ustify answers and opinions

* Give welksiuctured explanations and namatives, for
example in show-andiell activities

Reading Skills

* Read words aloud confidently, without obvious blending or
rehearsal

* leam lefter paterns so that decoding becomes fluent and
secure by the end of Year 2

* Blend lefier sounds, including altemative patiemns, e.g.
recognising ‘ve’ as the ‘oo’ sound

* Read aloud words which contain more than one syllable
* Recognise common suffixes, such as —ing and —less

* Read words which don't follow phonetic patierns, such as
‘one’ and 'who'

* Become familiar with a wide range of fairy stories and
iraditional tales

* Discuss favourite words and the meaning of new words

» Chack that what has been read makes sense, and salf-
correct reading where necessary

* Make predictions about what might happen next in a story
Children will be expecled o read aloud books which
are appropriate for their reading ability. During Year 2

their increasing knowledge of deceding should allow
them to read a wide range of children's books.

Writing Skills

* Form leflers of the appropriale size, using capilal leflers
where appropriate

* Use appropriale spaces between words when wriling
* Begin lo use joins belween latiers where needed
* 5pell langer words by breaking them into their sound parts

* |eam fo spell some common homophaones, recognising the
difference between them

* |Jse the possessive aposirophe in simple phrases, such as

‘the: boy's foolball’.
* Wirite about real events and personal experiences

* Plan out writing In advance, including by writing down key
words

* Rertead writing fo check that it makes sense and o make
coreclions, including punclualion

* Use question marks, exclamation marks, aposirophes and
commas in lists

* Use the present and past lenses comeclly in wriling
* Bagin lo wrile longer senlences by using conjunclions, such

as ‘and’,’ but', "if" or ‘becouse’

Homopheones are words which sound the same, such
as 'blue’ and ‘blew’, or ‘one’ and ‘won'

Parent Tip

Reading aloud al home confinues 1o be vilally
important at this age. You may even get your child
to read their own writing aloud, atiempting to add
expression appropriale lo the senlence.




